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letter in which I had declined the appointment, as it
should not remain on the files of the office.

ALBERT GALLATIN

JAMES MONROE to ALBERT GALLATIN

WASHINGTON, February 13, 1816
DEAR SIR,

We were much gratified to find by your last letter
that you accepted the mission to France. I have not
wished to take you from your affairs, which I am con-
vinced must require your unremitted attention before
your departure; but I now think that the sooner you
come here the better it will be. It is known that you
have accepted the mission, and an early visit here will
produce a good effect. The prospect of obtaining an
augmentation, in the modes heretofore suggested, of the
salary is improved by the acceptance; and, being here,
the opportunity you will have of conferring with Mr. Clay
and Mr. Crawford on the subject, and interesting them
in it, will give to our exertions much aid. This you may
afford, in the present state, with perfect delicacy. Every-
thing will be done to accommodate your views, in the
time of your departure, that circumstances will permit.
Your former letter was not filed in the Department.
I will return it to you when we meet. Our best regards
to Mrs. Gallatin.

With great respect and esteem,

Sincerely yours.

JAMES MONROE

APRIL 13

Bother I   I wish people would let him alone.    They now

offer him the Treasury;   again all our plans are at a

standstill.me you may be pleased to appoint. It will
